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THE illustrious penitent woman mentioned by St Luke * was, by her
perfect conversion, an encouraging example and model of penitence to
all succeeding ages. She is called the Sinner, to express her pre-eminence
in guilt. This epithet seems to imply that she led a lewd and disorderly
life. The scandal of her debaucheries had rendered her name infamous
throughout the whole city. Nain, Tiberias, or some neighbouring place
in Galilee seems to have been the chief theatre of her disorders, at least
at the time of her conversion. They took their rise from small beginnings;
for no one becomes a great proficient in vice all at once. The fences of
virtue are weakened by degrees before they are entirely broken down.

The steps by which young persons, like this sinner, are led into evil
courses are pointed out to us by our Divine Redeemer in the parable of
the prodigal son. The source of all his misfortunes is a love of independence
and of his own will.

The prodigal son, blinded by his passions, thought himself prudent
and strong enough to be his own governor and master, and flattered him-
self that his love of liberty and pleasure was not very criminal or unjust;
but from this root all vices have sprouted up, and are not to be restrained
by him who opens to them such a door by shaking off the happy yoke of
subjection, which is the divine ordinance. Such is the strange disorder
of that mischievous passion, that though the prodigal son lived in dignity
and plenty, and enjoyed all temporal blessings and all the comforts of life
without feeling its troubles or knowing its miseries, yet he was not content.
His subjection to a good father was true freedom; he was the object of
all his parent's cares, and he reaped the fruit of all his labours. But so
distempered was his soul that the constraint of this tender guardian's
watchful eye seemed to embitter all his pleasures, and such an obedience
appeared to him an insupportable burden and slavery, which therefore he
would shake off to have no other law but his own will. This was his
capital enemy, though he would not be so persuaded; and by indulging
it he fostered a young tiger in his own bosom, which soon grew too strong
for him and tore him to pieces. We are astonished at the quick progress
which the passions make when once the bridle is let loose. The prodigal
youth, seeing himself possessed of that dangerous liberty which he had
so passionately desired, full of false joy at the prospect of imaginary
Happiness, went into a foreign country, to be at a greater distance from
all troublesome advisers. His passions, being so far yielded to, had no
tonger any bounds, and he denied his heart nothing of its irregular desires,
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